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Speaking of Railroads . . . 


No official report of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission will list the abandon- 
ment of one of my favorite logging roads, 
the Caspar, South Fork & Eastern Railroad, 
running east from Caspar, six miles south 
of Fort Bragg, California. No.one except 
the local citizenry of Caspar, those that lived 
along the line and were used to watching 
the “trains go by,” and interested railfans 
will morn the passing of this road. 

More than just yanking up -the rails is 
entailed to scrapping this orphan line. The 
equipment with link-and-pin couplers, 
armstrong brakes on all the cars, light rail 
cast by Krupp in the 1880's, small rod en- 
gines, geared engines, and two mallets, all 
went to endear this road to the heart of 
any true railfan. And had one but looked 
a little further he would have found a few 
other startling facts about this different- 
than-ordinary logging road. 

It was one of the forerunner roads on 
the redwood coast, having its inception in 
the 1870's when ox teams’ pulled log cars 
on rails of rounded wooden poles into 
Caspar. Started by the Caspar Lumber 
Co., it shortly thereafter acquired the im- 
pressive sounding title of the “Caspar, South 
Fork & Eastern,” obtained steam locomo- 
» tives, and began to push into the tall timber. 
Past the original two miles up Jughandle 
Creek ic crept. Up Hare Creek, through 
a tunnel on to the South Fork of the Noyo 
River, to the head of the river, thence up 
Two-Log Creek, over the divide to the 
North Fork of Big River, until it finally 
reached Chamberlain Creek, 22 miles from 
Caspar. That was the route followed in the 
building of the line. As it pushed onward 
it acquired, besides the.uncommon item of 
a tunnel, trestles that were king-sized to 
say the least. The largest of them all, and 
reputedly the largest ever constructed en- 
tirely of*wood on any logging road, was the 
Jughandle bridge, 700 feet long and 146 
feet high. 

The last load of logs was pulled into 
Caspar in December of 1945, the strike, 
starting in January of 1946 bringing to a halt 
all logging operations in the redwood em- 
pire. With the reopening of the mill it 
was found more expedient to start with 
trucks at a site much closer to Caspar, and 


when operations did start again at Camp 20. 
terminus of the railroad, trucks began ‘the 
long haul in from Camp 20 to Caspar. The 
railroad was finished. Excessive cost of up- 
keep forced abandonment of the railroad, 
according to company officials. 

This road: was unique in that it gave 
their engines ames as well as numbers, and 
the names were “official’ designations with 
the company and to the people that were 
familiar with the road. An abreviated 
roster would entail the following informa- 
tion: ‘ 

The first locomotive was built in 1869 
in San Francisco for use in paving the 
streets of that city. When the CSF&E ac- 
quired it, they gave it the name of “Jumbo” 
though locally in Caspar she soon was nick- 
named the “Pansy.” An 0-4-0T “pony” 
type she spent her reclining years shedded 
at Caspar until she was finally placed on 
permanent exhibition at the beach in San 
Francisco. 

No. 2, the “Daisy,” is an 0-4-2T built by 
Baldwin in 1882. This engine is at Camp 


20 today awaiting decision of the State of 
California as to what type of souvenir monu- 


ment will be most befitting for it. It be- 
came State property when the forest hold- 
ings of the Caspar Lumber Co. were 
purchased by the State for experimental 
purposes, though the company will continue 
to log in it. d 

The road's pride for many years was the 
35-ton 2-6-2 side tank “Smilax,” No. 3, built 


- by Baldwin in 1894. Before being placed in 


service this engine was on exhibition at the 
Mid-Winter Fair at San Francisco in that 
year. 

No. 4, the “Hercules,” was a 40-ton 
Climax acquired in 1904, followed by the 
“Trojan,” No. 5, their first mallet. The 
“Trojan” was built in 1911, carried 200 
pounds working pressure, and has only re- 
cently acquired air brakes and a power re- 
verse. She weighs 105 tons. 


No. 6, called “Shay,” is a 2814 ton shay 
built in 1918 and bought from the Moore 
Drydock and Shipbuilding Company in the 
Bay area. She and the “Hercules” were 
used intermittantly whenever there was 
branchline work to be performed, and spent 
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Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


The clip reproduced from Railroad 
Sesatene’ (hse Angeles)"Wheel Clicks" 
issue fer September, 1958, causes us 
to remark that the latest reports are 
te the effect that the CALIFORNIA 
ZEPHYR is te be further delayed and 
may net ge inte service until 19483 


Pregress is reported hewever with the. 
new passenger diesel-electric lece- 
metives now in service on the Western 
Pacific and the new million dellar 
passenger servicing yard at Oakland 
nearing completion. 


YOSEMITE VALLEY ENGINE RETURNED BY M&ET 

The Yosemite Valley 23, 4-4-0, proved too ridgéd for the 
Modesto & Empire Traction and after several days in service 
Was placed back in the deadline with the footboards replaced 
by her original pilot. -- Al Rose 


SALT LAKE & UTAH ENGINES ON CANADIAN LINES 
Salt Lake & Utah 106, electric motor, has been repainted 
green and lettered Grand River Ry number 260 while SL&U 103 
has been repainted red and is now Grand River Ry 232. 
-- Thickens 








many of their years shedded at Camp One. 

The last engine, No. 7, the “Samson,” 
was the first engine with many “innova- 
tions” for this line. For the first time an 
engine boasted of air brakes, an electric 
headlight, (today it is still the only engine 
with one), superheated steam carried at a 
working pressure of 220 pounds, a Vander- 
bilt-type tender, and weight of 106 tons. 

It was in the year 1940 that the “Samson” 
got away coming down the Hare Creek 
grade and rolled into the creek killing both 
the engineer and fireman. The engine, be- 
cause of its weight, had to be dismantled 
to be removed. 
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These last five engines remain shedded 
at Caspar for resale today. The rest of the 
railroad has met the scrappers torch, the 
work of 70 years of rail. laying being torn 
up at a pace of one-half mile a day, and the 
80 four-wheel truck log cars reduced to sal- 
vage value. Only the locomotives remain 
today, and should they find no resale, no 
doubt will eventually, one by one, suffer 
the same fate. Today they are all in ser- 
viceable condition. It is hoped that at 
least the two mallets will run again under 
another “flag.” 


JACK GIBSON 
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Connecting Daily 
with trains of 


““SALT LAKE ROUTE”’ 


Write for free foider 
describing the great 
goldfields. 


C. E. REDMAN, 


Traffic Maneger 
Goldfield, Nev 


“THE GOLDFIELD ROUTE" 











TONOPAH & GOLDFIELD ABANDONMENT ORDERED 

The Federal Courts have steped in to order the abandon- 
ment of the Tonopah and Goldfield Railroad dispite the Nevade 
Utilities Commission order denying the road's request to 
abandon service. 


THE COVER The Cover Picture shows a Tonopah & Goldfield 
train headed bef a steam engine sometime last 
h. 


year. About the same time the Army diesels took ever te 
run the regular trains. Withdrawal ef the diesels was the 
factor that was given as the reason fer smt-down ef the 
line. Our print did not have a name on the back, but we 
think the phote was by Millard Brewn--we'll tell you next 


issue. The Western Railroader @ Page Four 
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SUITCR'S TRAIN SHEET 











WilOOPS, WE'RE SORRY 






This issue's master copy got some 
rough handling in the mails and a few of 
the pieces got lost. The printer made 
a stab at putting it together but we feel 
that this issue is dcfinitely not up to 
pare 





Number one item missing is the itcm 
that the NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC SPECIAL is 
now being sct up at the printers and will 
be mailed ovt in 30 days or so. As before, 
the subscribers will be asked to contribute 
to the “kitty” the sum of 25¢ towards our 
special issue fund. The Lake Tahoe Issue 
was well reccived and a few months ago the 
collections went over the top in paying 
back the sum advanced for its publication. 




















A large number cf renewals will be coming 
up in a few months so if you think you are 
ons of the renewals you should send in your 
buck now so we ccn all be saved the work in 
notification, Use the blank below: 


WESTERN RATLROADER 
P.O.Box 668 

San Matco,Calif. 
Enclosed find dollar for renewal 
Enclosed find 25¢ for NWP Issue 
NAME 

Street 


City ,Zone 
State 
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VIRGINIA & TRUCKEE SELLS PASSENGER EQUIPMENT 

The Virginia & Truckee Railroad has sold 
three of its four remaining passenger coaches 
to Metro-Goldwin-Mayer for movie work. Cars 
8, 19 and 20 were loaded on flat cars at Sparks 

sien nh August 29th and were later reported enroute d 
down the San Joaquin Valley route. 

The only coach left on the V&? is the 18 
bought as a coach about 1900 and rebuilt to a combination car. 
It is used together with R.P.O. car 23 (ex-YV 107) and engine 
5 (ex-Nevada Copper Belt #5) 2-8-0 on the regular mixed train. 

Nevada Copper Belt caboose #3 has been 
acquired as of August 28th when it came in on Train 2. 
Dave Welch 
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LOCAL TRANSIT SITUATION eae 


"40 LINE" CUT BACK AT DALY CITY 
Mid-day and evening week-day and all Sunday and 
Holiday service on the Municipal Railway's "40 Line 
giving suburban service te San Matee has been returned 
to the former Market Street practice ef shuttle be- 
tween San Matee and Daly City. Only rush hour cars 
now operate into San Francisco with passengers having 
to transfer te the 14 line to get deowntewn. This move follow- 
a change in the Greyhound's through service that scheduled busses 
throughout the day on an average of every 74 minutes. Headway 
on the 40-line remains at 20 minutes, though with the shorter 
route--almost all except about 4 miles on private right of way 
--the cars are making better time and remaining on schedule. 
Local traffic seems to be holding up. Unlike the former 
Market Street operation, however, the cars are two-man operated, 
and 1200's are used instead of the one-man 900's. 

Operation of the F cars accross Market Street and dewn 
Fourth Street to the Southern Pacific depot has started though 
evenings and Sundays the cars are being turned back at Fourth 
between Market and Mission Streets. The 20 line now turns 
back at Market except in the evenings and Sundays when busses 
run down Feurth to replace the F line. The Railway has 
announced that the street cars on the 20 line will be replaced 
by busses at all times shortly. 

Street car service is replaced by busses evenings and Sun- 
days on the following lines at present: 4, 5, 6, 11, 20, 21, 


25, 31, F (Fourth St portion) and H (Bayshore-San Bruno Ave 
portion) 


PHOENIX PLANS STREET CAR ABANDONMENTS 
The Phoenix Transportation System, municipally owned 
Arizona transit system, motoriged its Kenilworth trolley line 
on April 16bh and its Indian School line August 15. The 
Washington line is scheduled to get bus-ted July 1, 1948. 
--- The Crown Sheet 


CHICO HEARINGS SEPTEMBER 26TH : 
The State Public Utilities Commission has set September 
26 as the date fer hearings on the Risher Bus Lines to operate 


busses and the Sacramento Northern to abandon street cars in 
Chico. 





The Trip of a Lifetime 


WEEK END IN THE REDWOODS TO RUN OCTOBER 18-19 


The unheralded visit of Warner Bros Studios 

on location near Fort Bragg caused the postponement 

of the R&LHS Weekend in the Redwoods when the studio 

requested use of all hotel accomodations through the 

month of September. Pursuant to the request of 

the Chamber of Commerce notices of postponement went 
out September lst announcing the trip for the weekend of Oct- 
ober 18-19. It is understood 118 reservations were on hand 
at that time with a total of 172 paid reservations recieved by 
the 13th. There have been 24 cancelations, but they are 
expected to be taken up by October lst at the latest. If you 
are planning to go, we'd suggest writting inmediately.---- 
td pee Merritt, 836 Alma Avenue, Oakland, Calif. KE 3-52835 


LOCOMOTIVE NOTES ON THE NORTHWESTERN PACIFIC 
The following changes in the Northwestern Pacific 
roster of locomotives have occurred recently: On 
August llth Southern Pacific 1758, 2-6-0, SP 1763, 
4 hy 2-6-0, and 1902, diesel-electric switcher were deliver- 
cit’ ed to the N.W.Pe. On.Séptember-l4th, SPts 2283, 
cme to the ¥.W.P. on duly 20th, but was chmned back es the os 
ame to eW.P. on but wa 
len tee y ? 8 a back te the oP 
The following engines are in the deadline at 
Tiburon and may be scrapped: NWP 229 and 230, 0-6-Ots; S.P. 
2267, 4-6-0, 2297, 4-6-0, and 1703, 2-6-0, Following engines 
are at Tiburon waiting to go into the shops 178 and 180, 4-6=0!s, 
Following are in the Tiburon shops: N.W.P. 141 and 172, 4-6<0!s 
8.Pe 2289 = eres a and 2688, 2-8-0, : 
oP. 2 is new working Jiburen yard; it 
job like Petaluma & Santa Rosa 2 which was oa wong — 
Tiburon a few weeks AZO “- W. A. Silverthorn 


GLEN BLAIR ENGINE NOW UNION LUMBER "NO. 2" 

According to a report in "The Shortline" the tiny 0-4-0f 
which has been abandened out in the woods at Glen Blair fer 

years has been salvaged and breught to Fort Br te be 
lettered Unien Lumber Company Number One fer exhibitien pur- 
peses. The engine was one ef three engines used by the Glen 
Blair Lumber Company, the ether twe being shays ene ef which 
is now being used by the Unien Lumber Company at Ten Mile and 
the ether being scrapped a few years age when the mill was 
tern dewn. 


OREGON LOCOMOTIVE SCRAPPED IN SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO 

The former Algoma Lumber Company's number 2, 2-6-2, was 
scrapped in September at the Bethlehem's Pacific Coast Steel 
plant at South San Francisco. This engine more recently 
saw service as the L-4 operat at Camp White,Medford, Ore- 
gon. It was built by Baldwin (#42102) in 1924 as a 2-6-2T, 
but in later years the tank was = and a tender added. 

--- son 
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GRIZZLY FLATS 22 


“THE SCENIC WONDER OF THE WEST’® 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA LIVE STEAMERS 
— Annual Field Bay! — 


SUNDAY, AUGUST 24, 1947 @ Bring Your Picnic Lunch! 
Safety First! s@- YOU ARE RESPONSIBLE FOR YOUR OWN CHILDREN 
WARD KIMBALL, PRES., 1616 ARDENDALE AVE., SAN GABRIEL, CALIF. 


oF~ {IGHTENING EXPRESS TRAIN! <= 


It ts DECIDEDLY TRUE that in Aggregate of Mileage, Perfection of Con- 
struction, Magnificence of Equipment, Excellence of Accommodations, and 
Carefulness of Management the GRIZZLY FLATS R.R. Company’s System 6 
of Lines is unrivalled, while the TIME made by its Trains, and SCENERY 


They Traverse, are —"~ Ynsurpassed on the American Continent! 











NO SHOOTING of BUFFALO, PRAIRIE 
DOGS, CHILDREN, or other WILD GAME from 
3° the CHAIR CAR Windows while Train is in Motion 


HEALTH, PLEASURE, COMFORT. 
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